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Evidently Engels meant by the term he criticised, not federalism as generally understood, but (apart from the use, or rather misuse, of the 'term by anarchists like Proudhon) the special traditionalist variety of federalism. He opposed it in Germany " as a mere transition from mediaeval dismemberment to modern unity "., and in Switzerland, where,cc it is true, the Canton is very independent of the Federation, but Is independent also of the District and the Commune". As a plank for the Socialist platform, Engels suggested " complete self-government for the Provinces, Districts, and communes through officials elected by universal suffrage, and the abolition of all local and provincial authorities appointed by the Central Government". For the solution of the Irish problem in Britain Engels explicitly advocated federalism.1 So he seems to have been not very far from the present application of the term in the U.S.S.R., in'dealing with the problems of the multi-national state, while he preferred to describe administrative devolution within a homogeneous nation asec mere " local self-government. His programme for Germany, in connection with his rejection of traditionalist German federalism, would thus be Identical with what German progressives In 1848-9, as well as in 1919, called "the decentralised unitary state ", based on autonomous units to be organised on rational rather than on traditional principles.
1 ibid.